
This exhibition compiled by Valamo Art Conservation  
Institute features icons that were evacuated and collected 
as memorabilia from Finnish and Russian Karelia during the 
Finnish-Soviet Winter War of 1939 – 1940 and the Continu-
ation War of 1941 – 1944. The whole range of Karelian folk 
piety is on display, with prints of images of the saints along-
side old, darkened tempera-painted icons. In addition to 
icons the exhibits include letters, photographs, notebooks 
and publications. 

There are several icons from the collections of the National Museum of 
Finland now on display for the first time as a collection related to the 
war years. Exhibits are also on loan from the Orthodox Church Museum, 
the New Valamo Monastery and private individuals.

Icons and People in the War Years also presents individuals who helped 
rescue a large number of icons from Karelia, Dvina and Olonets. 

The themes of the exhibition are complemented by a richly illustrated 
book (summaries in English) with articles by Katariina Husso MA, 
Adjunct Professor Kari Kotkavaara, Dr. Žanna Belik, art expert Vladimir 
Sokratilin and art conservators Helena Nikkanen and Nina Rusakova. 
The book is on sale at the Museum Shop of the National Museum. 

The exhibition is part of the Icon Network project which is being realized 
with support from the Culture 2007 – 2010 Programme of the European 
Union. The Finnish Ministry of Education and the Orthodox Church  
Council have also provided support for the exhibition. 

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF FINLAND, Mannerheimintie 34, Helsinki. 
ENTRANCE FEE 7,00/4,00 €, persons under 18 free of charge. 

OPEN Tue-Wed 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Thu-Sun 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Mondays closed. 
BOOKINGS FOR GUIDED TOURS Tue-Fri 9 a.m.-12 Noon, tel. + 358 (0)9 4050 9552. 

TICKET OFFICE tel. + 358 (0)9 4050 9544. 
www.kansallismuseo.fi
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